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Montgomery County Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association Announce 

Endorsement and Official Helmet Ballot 

 
The Montgomery County Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association announced Thursday all 

candidates endorsed for the 2014 primary election. The Association, which represents over 2,000 

professional volunteer fire and rescue providers in Montgomery County, supports those 

candidates who have a proven track record for public safety, support for volunteer fire, rescue 

and EMS, and a commitment to a combined volunteer-career fire service in Montgomery 

County. 

 

“Our support for the various candidates is due to their committed support, promotion and belief 

in the volunteer fire, rescue and EMS system in our County and State. The women and men who 

put on the uniform each and every day and receive no paycheck deserve and demand elected 

officials who understand, acknowledge and commit to improving public safety, and resources for 

the fire and rescue service, and protections for our volunteer providers” said Eric N. Bernard, the 

association’s executive director and 34 year veteran of the volunteer fire service.  The candidates 

we support on our helmet ballot support public safety, support volunteers, and support the ideals 

that volunteers represent; commitment, honor, service and sacrifice. 

 

Marcine D. Goodloe, the MCVFRA’s long-time president said “the volunteers save millions 

upon millions of dollars each and every year but providing dedicated service in their community. 

They care about their neighbors, their neighborhoods and all who visit. They defend against 

every type of hazard and look for these elected officials to support and grow public safety.” 
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The group also unveiled their 2014 Primary Election Helmet Ballot – a novel voter information 

handout that will be distributed throughout the County at all early voting centers and each 

precinct on election day.  Over 60,000 two-sided, full-color Helmet Ballots will be given out by 

volunteer firefighters, rescuers, EMTs, paramedics, auxiliary members, and administrative 

members of the 19 volunteer fire and rescue departments in the County. 

 

“We are proud to endorse these candidates and place them on our Helmet Ballot! This will allow 

every resident to know which candidates have the strengths, ideals, experience and support of 

their volunteer fire, rescue and EMS professionals” Bernard added. 

 

For county executive the volunteers have proudly endorsed Phil Andrews, who has for over 15 

years promoted, defended and supported the volunteer fire and rescue service in Montgomery 

County.  “There is no stronger partner, no stronger friend, and no stronger leader than Phil 

Andrews” continued Goodloe “and we urge everyone to vote for Mr. Andrews on election day!” 

 

About The Montgomery County Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association:  Founded over 94 

years ago, the Association represents the professional volunteer men and women who serve as 

firefighters, rescuers, EMTs, paramedics, and administrative members in 19 local volunteer 

fire and rescue departments in Montgomery County.  With over 2,000 members, the 

Association remains as one of the largest and most active organizations of its kind, working to 

strengthen and grow the volunteer system in Montgomery County.  These proud volunteers 

donate tens of thousands of hours each year, save County taxpayers countless millions of 

dollars, and provide residents with the highest quality of emergency care in the country.  

Additionally, the volunteers own and operate the majority of the fire and rescue stations in the 

County and are routinely, without tax dollars and using donated funds, purchasing new fire 

engines, trucks, rescue squads, and ambulances, for use in service to the residents of the 

County.  Working side by side with career firefighters in 37 fire and rescue stations, the 

members of the Association are dedicated to saving lives twenty-four hours a day. 
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